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offersive to our slaveholding brethren, All prospect and hope of their regarding 
our appeals, has well nigh fled—they seem more and more fixed in their purpose 
to sustain and perpetuate in the Church what we are constrained to deem & moral 
wrong. Hence, we are in difficulty. Hence, our cause has been impeded In many 
sections of our work. On account of this we have sustained extensive losses, in 
our ministry and our membership. On account of this the minds and consciences 
of thousands of our people are ill at ease, and they cannot be satisfied to con- 
tinue our ecclesiastical union with the slaveholding section of the Meth. Prot. 
Church, unless the offense complained of be removed. Weare threatened with 
extensive disruption and falling off from our ranks, unless we are relieved and 
freed from what many deem a criminal complicity with a declared moral evil of 
the highest grade. erty 
Wewould not make ourselves further offensive to our Southern brethren, b 
reiterating appeals which have heretofore been deemed ungrateful, if not insult- 
ing to their feelings ; much less would we be unreasonable, to make demands of 
the General Conference which it is out of the power of that body to grant. But 
we will here state a few modifications of the constitution and di-cipline, which we 
deem indispensable to our success as a Church, in the Districts which we repre- 
| 
: First—The word “‘white’’ should be struck from the Constitution, Art. XIL, 
Sections 1 and 2, as establishing an invidious distinction, not in accordance with 
the principles of the Gospel of Him who made éf one blood all the nations of 
men, to dwell on all the face of the earth. | — 
— Second—The third item and annexed proviso, embraced in the 4th section of 
Art. VII., should be struck from the Constitution, because it is understood and 
used to protect ministers and members of the Church in the practice of slave- 
holding and slavetrading. | 
Third—A clause should be inserted, specifically setting forth that the practices 
of voluntary slaveholding and slavetrading, will be henceforth a barrier to mem- 
bership in the Methodist Protestant Church. 
We respectfully suggest that the General Conference express its concurrence 
in such an alteration in the 8th and 9th Articles of the Constitution, as will re- 
lease the Annual Conferences from all obligation to meet in one General Confer- 
ence, by recommending to the several Annual Conferences, to call a special 


General Conference, to be held in May, 1859, and confer authority thereon to 
make the requisite alterations in the Articles above specified. ) 


This Convention is aware that the General Conference has not constitutional 
authority to modify the Constitution, but upon recommendation of two thirds of 
the Annual Conferences. But General Conferences have heretofore deemed it 
__:within their prerogative to adopt recommendations for the subsequent action of 
the Annual Conferences. If, therefore, it shall be the pleasure of the General 
Conference of 1858, during its session, to recommend to the Annual Conferences 
to adopt such action as above, for the purpose of removing the objections and 
difficulties, from which we so seriously suffer, and without the removal of which 
we deem it impossible for us to enjoy success, then in such case we will consent 
to await the action of the Annual Conferences thereupon. Butif this General 
Conference should not see good to adopt the action necessary to remove our 
difficulties, we cannot conscientiously consent to a further continuance of our 
We wish to inflict no unkind reproaches upon our Southern brethren. Nor 
would we assume to be the judge of our neighbor. But we have calmly pre- 


sented, ina brief manner, the embarrasments of our position as connected with 
the slaveholding portion of the Church, and the action which would be neces- 
sary to obviate our difficulties. | 


Praying that the Great Head of the Church may enlighten and influence your 
minds, and dispose your deliberations to the advancement of his lory; 


We remain yours sincerely, &c., W. COLLIER, President. 
J.J. Wuire, Secretary. 
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= ee | Conference of 1898, during its session, to recommend to the Annual Conferences 
~ to adopt such action as above, for the purpose of removing the objections and 
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offersive to our slaveholding brethren, All prospect and hope of their regardin 


our appeals, has well nigh fled—they seem more and more fixed in their eruoae 


to sustain and perpetuate in the Church what we are constrained to deem a moral 
wrong. Hence, we are in difficulty. Hence, our cause has been impeded in many 
sections of our work. On account of this we have sustained extensive losses, in 
our ministry and our membership. On account of this the minds and consciences 
of thousands of our people are ill at ease, and they cannot be satisfied to con- 
tinue our ecclesiastical union with the slaveholding section of the Meth. Prot. 
Church, unless the offense complained of be removed. We are threatened with 
extensive disruption and falling off from our ranks, unless we are relieved and 
freed from what many deem a criminal complicity with a declared moral evil of 

the highest grade. | ee 
~ Wewould not make ourselves further offensive to our Southern brethren, by 
reiterating appeals which have heretofore been deemed ungrateful, if not insult- 
ing to their feelings ; much less would we be unreasonable, to make demands of 
the General Conference which it is out of the power of that body to grant. But 
we will here state a few modifications of the constitution and di-cipline, which we 


deem indispensable to our success as a Church, in the Districts which we repre- 
sent : 


First—The word “white”? should be struck from the Constitution, Art. XIL, 


Sections 1 and 2, as establishing an invidious distinction, not in accordance with 
the principles of the Gospel of Him who made of one blood all the nations of 
men, to dwell on all the face of the earth. © ee | 

Second—The third item and annexed proviso, embraced in the 4th section of 
Art. VII., should be struck from the Constitution, because it is understood and 


used to protect ministers and members of the Church in the practice of slave- 
holding and slavetrading. | 


Third—A clause should be inserted, specifically setting forth that the practices — 
th a barrier to mem- . 


of voluntary slaveholding and slavetrading, will be hencefor 
bership in the Methodist Protestant Church. ‘ 


We respectfully suggest that the General Conference express its concurrence 
‘jn such an alteration in the 8th and 9th Articles of the Constitution, as will re-. 
lease the Annual Conferences from all obligation to meet in one General Confer- 
ence, by recommending to the several Annual Conferences, to call a special 


General Conference, to be held in May, 1859, and confer authority thereon to 


make the requisite alterations in the Articles above specified. 


This Convention is aware that the General Conference has not constitutional 


authority to modify the Constitution, but upon recommendation of two thirds of 
the Annual Conferences. But General Conferences have heretofore deemed it 
within their prerogative to adopt recommendations for the subsequent action of 
the Annual Conferences. If, therefore, it shall be the pleasure of the General 


difficulties, from which we so seriously suffer, and without the removal of which 
we deem it impossible for us to enjoy success, then in such case we will consent 


to await the action of the Annual Conferences thereupon. Butif this General 
Conference should not 


© see good to adopt the action necessary to remove our 
difficulties, we cannot conscientiously consent to a further continuance of our 

We wish to inflict no unkind reproaches upon our Southern brethren. Nor 
would we assume to be the judge of our neighbor. But we have calmly pre- 
sented, in a brief manner, the embarrasments of our position as connected with 
_the slaveholding portion of the Church, and the action which would be neces- 
sary to obviate our difficulties. 3 


Praying that the Great Head of the 


minds, and dispose your deliberations to the advancement of his glory, 
We remain yours sincerely, &c., 


3 ident. 
J.J. Wurtz, Secrotary. 
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The Oonvéition ptovitied fo1, and ordered the Spring- 
field Convention of 1858, met pursuant to notice, in the 
Fifth st.. Methodist Protestant Church, in the city of Pitts- 
burgh, this morning, November 14th, 1860, at 10 o’clock, 


and organized temporarily by calling the Rev. Grorcr 


Brown, D. D., of the Pittsburgh District to the chair, and 
the Rev. J.J. of the Ohio District as Secretary. 


Opening religious services were conducted by Rav. Jozn " 


of North lowa. 


On motion of Rev. 8S. ‘ie igo the Secretary proceeded 


to call the roll from the published list of delegates elect. 
_ _ The following is a list of the Aunual Conferences concur- 


ring in the call of the Convention, with the names of the | 


delegates chosen to represent them : 
Boston District, | J. M. Mayall, A.B. Maxim. 
N.Y. and Vi. Dist., J.J.Smith, C Tomkins, 
W. H. Miller, ‘Th. Brown.* | 
New Jersey District, Colhour, L. Campbell.* 
Onondaga District, Cook,* G. White.* 


Genesee Dosirict, BE. A. Wheat, * Tra 
Pennsylvania District, J. K. Helmbold, S. Whitaker.* © 
Pittsburg District, G.Brown, UH. C. Swart,” 


W. Reeves, J. Redman, 

3 H. Palmer, W. J. Troth. 
Muskingum District, J. Burns, Jd. D. Tingle.* 
| | | G. Clancy, H. Cassell, 

W. H. Marshall I. Hull,* : 
J.8. Thrap, RK. Beckham, 
E. 8S. Hoagland,*J. D. Daton,” 
Abbott * §. Cupp.* 

W. R. Parsons, J. Whetstone, 
J. Kost, ~ J. M. Johnson, 
A. Bassett, S. Graham,* 
J.J. White, J. G. Rockhill, 
J. B. Walker, F. A. Finley. 


Ohio District, 
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D. D., of the Pittsburg District was unanimously elected 
ermanent President of the Convention, and Rey. J. J. 
wire, of the Ohio District, as permanent Seeretary. HH. 

CassELt, of the Muskingum ‘District/ was elected Assistant 

Secretary. 

Rev. C. Gray reported on Rules of Order, which on mo- 
tion, were adopted. 


The Report of the Committee to Prepare as was 
taken Up. 


The to report. subjects for tire deliberations of this 
Convention would repert : 


ist subject —The Editorial Department, of the Paper; embracing the matter 
of the Paper, its form, sige, and quality of both material and work, and the duties’ 
and responsibilities of the Editor. Cotamittee of three. 
 24—The Publishing Department of the Paper; embraciag the state ef its 
finances, in relation to its receipts and expenditures and disbursements, and the 
mode of publishing, price and terms of the paper, the salary of the ‘Editor, and 
any other payees of the Convention. 
3d.—The Book Department; embracing receipts and dihtirebm cate, the price 
of books and whatever else the Book Department may suggest Committee 
of three. 
4th —Suaday Schools ; embracing every ng of interest this subject nay 
suggest.. Committee of three. 
a —Education ; embracing whatever thie subject niay suggest. Committee 
of three. 
6th.—The Cause of Missions. Committee of three. 
7th.—Qur present aad future policy; embracing first, tae propriety of Ste. 
lating upon the Constitution and Discipline at this session. Second, the plaa of 
«ailing a future Convention, including the time and place for ite and 
the powers of said body. Committee of three. 
8th.—Statistics. Committee of ene. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Crancr, Chatrmar. 


‘The Report was considered ‘* items and adopted. 


THURSDAY MORNING, NOV. 15, 8h o'clock. 


Opening religious services conducted by Rav. W. 
Mituxzr, of New York and Vermont District. . ; 
ie President of the Convention being absent, Rev. J. 
Burns, of Muskingum, was called to the chair. 

The several Committees ordered by the Convention were 
then reported as seleeted by the President, and the several 
Committees appointed, as follows: 

First Subject, Editorial Department of the Paper.—J. 
J. Smith, of N. Y. and Vermont, Joel Halbey, of Iowa, and 
Whitford, of Wabash. 

Second Subj ect, Publishing Department of the Paper.— 
J. 8. Thrap, of Muskingum, J. P. Johnston, of Illinois, an | 
Tomkins, of New York.” 

Third Subject, Book Department. —J. Burns, of Muskin- 
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Indiana Mistrict, S. Morrison, A.D. Amos. 


Wabash District, J.C. Wright, A. D. Whitford. 
 Miehigan District, Joshua Leach,* G. J. Daniels.* 
Wester’ Michigan Dist. H. H. Hulbert, R. Ramsby. 
Illinois District, J.P. Johnston, J. | 
North Lllinois District, C. Gray, Wm. Cullen.* 


South Illinois District, R. Wrig ht, * J. Laughead.* 
North Iowa District, Joel Dalbe¥ O. M. Cal 
Minnesota Distsiet, Jones,* Olosson.* 
aeereeka Mission Dist. J. M. Young, Dr. R. Peery. * 


Towa, Wisconsin, and Maine Conferences not reported. 

Those marked thus (*) were not in attendance. __ 

A letter from Rev. A. Azsporr, of the Muskingum District, 
was received, read, and on. motion, placed on file. 

On motion of Rev. G. Cianoy, a committee of three was 
ordered on appropriate subjects to be brought before the 
Convention for its action. The chair appointed G, Clancy, 
W. Reeves, and John Whetstone said committee. 

On motion, a committee of three, was ordered on Rules 
of order, whereupon J. §. Thrap, 0: Gray, and H. Cassell 
were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Br. Reeves, the following brethren were 
appointed a committee to fill the pulpits during the sessions 
ot the Convention, Brs. Herr, Rutledge and Cowl. 

The Convention then proceeded to fix the hours of meet- 
ing and adjournment, as follows: 

he Convention to meet at half past. 8 0 ‘clock A. M., and 
at half past 1 o’clock P.M. The Convention to adjourn 
at half uit 1t o ‘clock A. M. and at 5 o'clock P. M. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, 1} 0’eLOcK. 


Moved by Ruy. J. P. Jounson, that all the ministers of 
the M. P. Church in attendance upon the sessions of the 
Convention, with all other Protestant evangelical ministers — 


who may be present, may be introduced by any member and 
invited to a seat within the bar. Carried. 


On mction of Br. MARSHALL, a committee of three was 


ordered on Documents. The chair appetites Brs. Marshall, 
Miller and Johnson. 


~G@. Cranoy, from Committee on Subjects to be brought 
before the Convention, read a Report, and then moved that 


it be laid on the table until the Convention be permanently 
organized. Carried. 


On motion of Rev. W. HL Marspart, Rey. G. Brows, 
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- the Board.of Missions, read a report of said Board made to 
the Convention, including the Treasurer’s Report of. the 
Board of Missions, which on motion, were referred to the — 
appropriate Committees. After which the Convention took | 

At the expiration of the hour, the Chairman called the 
Convention to order.. There being no business, the Conven- 
tion took another recess of half an hour to give Committees 
time to prepeee. their reports. At the expiration of the time 
given, the Convention was called toorder, 

_ Rev. G. Cranoy, from Committee on our present relations 

and future policy submitted Report in part, pending the dis- 


cussion of which, the Convention adjourned. 
| FRIDAY MORNING, NOV. 16. 

Convention met. Opening religions services conducted by 
Rey. J. C. Wriaurt. 

A written communication was received from Fraternal 
Messengers appointed by the late General Conference of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Connexion, to this Convention; read, 
and on motion, referred to a Committee of two. | | 

The Chair appointed F. A. Finley, of Ohio, and 4. 
Palmer, of Muskingum, 
_ The Report on present and future policy of the Church 
was taken up, discussed and on motion, adopted, as follows: 


The Committee upon our Present and Future Policy would Report in part, 
to wit: Upon the propriety of legislating upon the Constitution and Discipline | 
at this session. Your Committee have had before them instructions upon this 
subject from North Illinois, Illinois, New Jersey, North Jowa, Western Michi- 

an, Wabash, Indiana,. New York, Nebraska, Pittsburg and Ohio, some in 
avor, and others opposed to legislation. Those in favor standthus: —_ 

For the Aprointment of a General Conference—W abash, Pennsylvania, North 

Restrictive Rule—New York, Lllinois, North Illinois and Pittsburgh—4. 

Stationing President—New York, Indiana, North Illinois and N. Jersey—4. 

Deaconship Abolished—North lllinois, Illinois, W estern Michigaa—3. 

Assuch number of Conferences as embrace a majority of the members of the 
Confederation of Northern and Western Conferences have net instructed in 
favor of Jegislation upon any part of either Constitution or Discipline of the 
Church, this Convention has no power to make any alteration in either Con- 
stitution or Discipline, and your Committee ask to be dismissed from this 
branch of their subject. 

of which is respectfully submitted. 


Rey. J. C. Wrigur moved that the roll. of Conferences be 
called, and that the delegates answer whether their respec- 
tive Conferences expected this Convention to legislate on the 
Constitution and Discipline. Upon the calling the roll, 14 
Conferences res onded, 10 aye, and4no. 
Rev. A. H. Basserr made his report to the Convention as 


Gro. Cuancy, Ch’n. 
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am, Wm. Reeves, of Pittsburg, and R. Ramsby of Western 
Fourth Subject, Sunday Schools.—J. B. Walker, of Ohio, _ 
J. K. Helmbold, of Pennsylvania, and W. J. Troth, of - 


Fifth Subject, Zducation.—Dr. J. Kost, of Ohio, J. M. 
Mayall, of Boston, and W. H. Miller, of New York. 
Sixth Subject, Mission Cause.—J. M. Young, of Ne- 
braska, S. Morrison of Indiana, and J. M. Johnson of Ohio. 
Seventh Subject, Our Present and Future Policy.—G. 
Clancy, of Muskingum, C. Gray, of North Mllinois, and J. 
Eighth Subject, Statistecs—A. H. Bassett, of Ohio. 
On motion of Br. Crancy, T. H. Colhour and W. R. Par- 
sons were added to the committee No. 7, on our Present 
Papers of instruction to delegates were read, and on 
motion, referred to appropriate Committees, as follows :— 
Jowa, Wabash, North Illinois, North Iowa, Ilinois, Cincin- 
nati 6th st. station, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York and Vt., 
Néw Jersey, Indiana, Pittsburg, Western Michigan, and 
Rev. J. Scorr asked and obtained leave to read a report 
upon the Allegheny Seminary, which on motion was refer- 
red to the Committee on Education, 
Rey. A. H. Bassszrr offered the following resolution, sus- 
taining it by acarefully prepared speech: = = 
Kesolved, That this Convention, in behalf of the Confer- 
ences and Churches herein represented, gratefully acknow- 
ledges the goodness of God, in bringing us as a people 
through the late agitation, to our present state of general 
peace and union among ourselves, 
resolution was, on motion, adopted. 
On motion of Br Craney, the official report of the Board 
of Trust was referred to the appropriate committees. 
On motion, convention adjourned. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Religious 
services conducted by Rev. J. P. Jouxsrow. The President 


of the Convention being still absent, Ruy. J. Burns was call- 
ed to the Chair. 


Br. Reeves moved that all ministers of the M. P. Church 
who may be present, be invited to honorary membership. 
Carried. Rev. Wu. Cotrimr, Correrponding Secretary of 
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The undersigned states that his report embraces in no wise the transactions of 
the Building Committee, or the expenditures for lot and buildings. For this 
branch of the business reference is made to Rev. J. Kost, who is a member of 
the Board of Trust, and Rev. J.B. Walker, Finazcial Agent of the Board, whe 
can also represent the state of the donation and subscription accounts. 

Respectfully submitted, — A. H, Basserr, Editor and Book Agent. 


On motion, the Convention adjourned. — 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, 14 0’cLooK. 

_Corivention met. Opening religious services conducted by 
Rev. J. P. Jonnston, of Illinois. Rey. W. H. Marsnarr 
Rev. J. J. Sura, on behalf of the Committee on the Edi- 

torial Department of the paper, presented a report. Pending 

a motion to adopt, Rev. a Ciancy called for a division of 
said Report; whereupon, the Convention adopted the first 
section of the Report. The second section of the Report was 
on motion, laid on the table. 

The remainder of the Report was on motion, adopted. 
The whole, as adopted, is as follows: iets 
Leport on Editorial Department of W. M. Protestant. 
Your committee to whom was referred the Editorial Department of the West 


ern Methodist Protestant, would respectfully make the following report, viz: 
That they have had the same under consideration, and, believing that some 


changes might be made, in reference to our church organ, that would tend, in | 


some measure, to make it stiil better and more popular, and thereby secure to it 
a wider circulation, and consequently greater prosperity, they would, therefore, 

ist, That the Financial and Editorial Departments of the paper be separated, 
and placed in separate hands, so that the Editor may hereafter be released from 
the excessive duties necessarily incurred in being Editor, Publisher, and Book 
_ Agent at the same time ; and that he be permitted to confine himself exclusive- 
ly to the duties of the Editorial Department ; and that an Agent be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to take charge of the entire business ef the Book Con- 
cern, including the publication of the above paper. z: aeehyt 

2nd, That the Western Methodist Protestant be. enlarged to about the size of 


. the Baltimore Methodist Protestant, and that larger type be used hereafter in 
setting up its forms. ist, Because many complain, of the smallness of the 


now used. 2nd. Because the use of larger type will prevent any material in- 
crease in the expense of publishing a larger paper, as above proposed. And, 
3rd. Because it will improve its general appearance. _ Pde acne 
We would also recommend that a better quality of paper be used for the 
Western Methodist Protestant so soon as the financial condition of the Concera 
will admit of such animprovement. __ J. J. Smru, Chairman. 
Rev. H. Parmer, on behalf of the Committee to whom 
was referred the communication of the Fraternal Messengers 
from the Wesleyan General Conference, reported as follows, 
which on motion, was adopted: 


Your Committee to whom was referred the communication from the Frater- 
nal Messengers from the late General Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church of’ America, submit the following resolutions as theic Report : 
Resolved, 1, That we deeply regret the inability of the Fraternal Messer- 
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Editor and Book.Agent, which on motion was refetred to 
the Committee on Publishing Department of the paper, No. 9. 


Report of Editor and Book Agent. 


To the President and Members of the Convention of Detegates from Northern and 
Western Conferences of the M.P.Church: = = ©. 
“Copies of the last Annual Report exhibit the financial condition of the West- 

ern Methodist Protestant and Book Concern, up to the end of our fifth financial 

year, September, 1860, are circulated among the members of the Convention. 

. The undersigned now submits the following additional statement of the re- 

ceipts and disbursements for the fractional part of the present financial year, 

extending to Nov.3d,inst. 


. RECEIPTS. 
Receipts for Western Methodist Protestant, eight 
weeks, from Sept.8 to Nov.3, - $1,029 45 
Receipts for Books, -  ~- - 450 33 
Other receipts, - 11:90 
Add balance at end of last quarter, as stated & 
ty $1,541 04 
All outlays for Printing Office and Book Concern for | ge per) 
fractional quarter, to Nov. 3, 


Since the above, on Nov. 7, the amount due to E. 
Morgan & Sons, Cin., for Stereotyping, Printing, 
and Binding first edition of Hymn Book, executed © tits 
in July last, on four months’ credit, was paid in full, 775 00° 


Balance in favor of Concern, 08 


Balance in cash in - ¢8°08 


The undersigned has the great pleasure of reporting our concern free from 
indebtedness. The note given him by the Bond of Trust, dated September 3, 
1858, for $2,170 03, at six per cent. interest, being moneys advanced by him 
and due on his salary, has been cancelled, the amount being paid, including his 

» own donation, and no interest being charged on the note. | tee i 


The undersigned has ever pursued the policy to have ali our expenses promptly 
met, and to occupy no place in any man’s book account. The work done on 
our Hymn Book, the past season, by a Cincinnati Publishing House, on four 
months’ credit, has constituted the only exception. This has allowed us time to 
bave the Hymn Book pay for itself by the sales thereof. The stereotyping and 
expenses of first edition being now paid, we have four months on amount dne 
edition. The time extends to Jan. 12, 
and the sales of the books will doubtless meet i . The 
_ Our receipts for paper and book sales have increased very encouragingly with- 
im & few months past, and if the same spirit and energy is kept up our periodical 
will live, and our book business continue toimprove. Butif the weekly receipts 
for the paper fall off during the later portion of the year, as has heretofore been ' 
the case, the financial exhibit at the end of the year will not be so favorable as 
the friends of the enterprise would desire to see it. Itis important that some 
means be used to have the receipts kept up during the year ; also to have some 
measures taken to collect, so far as practicable, the dues on previous volumes of 


$3, paper, which amounted, at the time of last Annual Report, to not less than 
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nity, and that we offer our ardent supplications that God may 
sustain his spirit in the hour of trial and preserve him to his 
It was on motion, /’esolved, That the Convention visit at 
9 o'clock on to-morrow the Pittsburgh cemetery containing 
the graves of the venerable Sarnn and Avery. aia 
On motion, W. J. Trors was appointed a committee to 
Rev. J. K. Hetmsoxp offered the following resolution, 
Resolved, That the judgment of this Convention is, that 
hereafter the Editor and Book Agent should exercise extra 
caution as to the character of the advertisements admitted 
into the paper. Adjourned. 


SATURDAY MORNING, 8} 0’cLOcK, Nov. 17. 
The Convention opened by religious services conducted by 
Rev. J. M. Youna, of Nebraska. © 
Rev. J. S. Tarap from committee No. 2, on the Publish- 
ing Department of the paper, submitted a partial report on 
the financial. condition of the Publishing Department. 
On motion of Rev. J. Burns, the Report of the committee 
was so amended as to make the salary of the Editor of the 


Western Mernopist Protestant $700, (seven hundred dol- 


loth} 
- On motion of Rev. H. Hutrsorr,"the Report was so 
amended as to read, ‘The salary of the Book Agent shall 
be $600, (six hundred dollars.”) erence 
On motion of Rev. J. Darsry, the Convention ordered 
the moving expenses of Rev. G. Brown to Springfield, Ohio, 
to be paid, with the understanding that he draw upon the 
Board of Trust for the payment of thesame.- = a 
Rev. J. B. Watxer moved, that this Convention meet at 
13 o’clock, to go in a body to the Pittsburgh Cemetery. 


\ 


ty 


Carried. | 

Moved by Rev. J. B. Watxer, that we hold a night ses- 
sion, commencing at 7 o’clock. Carried. eee 
Rey. Datsey offered the following resolution : 

_ Resolved, That Dr. G. Brown, Rev. A. H, Bassgrr 
and Rev. G. Cuanoy, be a Committee to prepare @ Synopsis — 
of the Doctrines and Duties of the Christian Religion, and 
a short synopsis of the Government of the Church, as taught 
by the Methodist Protestant Church, to be written in form 
of Questions and Answers. * : 
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ed in said communication. 


10 
gers—Brothers Rogers and Chaffin—appointed by the late General Conference 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of America, to attend in person this Con- 


2, That we appreciate the fraternal sentiments and Christian regards expreag. 
3, That we appoint a F raternal Delegation to bear our fraternal regards to 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church of America at its next General Conference. 


Pater, 
F. A. Finpiry. 


Rev. Trap, on behalf ‘of the Committee on Publish- 
ing Department of the paper, reported its financial condi- 

Rey. J. S. Tarar moved that when we adjourn, we ad- 

journ to meet at 7 o’clock, this evening, Carried. Rev. G, 
Ciancy moved that the order of the day for the night session 
be, the election of Editor and Book Agent. Carried. 

FRIDAY EVRNING, 7 0’CLOOK. 
Religious services conducted by Rev. J. K. Hetmsorp. 

On motion, Convention proceeded to the election of Editor 

Rev. C, Gray and W. J. Trorn were appointed tellers. 


_ The following brethren were placed in nomination for Edi- 
tor: G. Brown, A. H. Basserr and E. A..Wueat. 
The Convention proceeded to ballot, which resulted as fol- 
lows: Whole number of votes cast, 34; Rev. G. Brown 
received 23, and having received a majority of all the votes” 
cast, was on motion, declared unanimously elected, by a 
‘The Convention then proceeded to the election of Book 
Agent, resndting as follows: Whole number of votes cast, 
33; Rev. A. H. Basserr received 28, and having received & 
majority of all the votes cast, was on motion, declared unani- 
-mously elected by arising vote. 
Ruy. J. Daxsry offered the following resolution which was 
unanimously adopted, by arising vote: 
fesolved, That this Convention on behalf of the Confer: 
ences of this Confederation, hereby acknowledge the ability 
and fidelity with which Rev. A. H. Bassert has served them 
as its Editor and Book Agent, and hereby assure him of our 
tev. A. H. Basserr offered the following resolution which 
was unanimously adopted, by rising vote: © 9 
Lesolved, That this Convention has learned with sincere 
sorrow, that our venerable friend and brother, Wiram S. 
STOOKTON, of Burlington, New Jersey, has been brought low 
by a serious accident, and seems to be near the gate of eter- 
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J. P. Jonnston moved that the resolution of Rev. 
A. H. Bassrrt, expressing gratitude for the goodness of God 
in bringing us through our late agitation, together with the 
Address sustaining the resolution, be published in the Wrsr- 
ern Meruopist Protestant, also in the Minutes of this Con- 

On motion of Rev. J. M. Youne, a Missionary Meeting on 
Sunday afternoon, in the Fifth Street Methodist Protestant 
Church, at 3 o’clock, was ordered. Adjourned. — 


_* MONDAY MORNING, Nov. 19. 

The Convention met and opened with religious services by 
Rev. J. J. Smita, of New York & Vermont Distriet. 
Rev. J. S. Tarap Chairman of committee No. 2. reported 
in relation to the mode of publishing paper, books, &. 

After some amendments which were accepted, Rev. Joun 
Burns moved the following amendment: That the moneys 
resulting from the publication of papers and books, shall not 
be expended upon the building. Carried. as 

After which, the Report as amended, was adepted. 


Report of Com. on Publishing Depariment of the Paper. 

Committee No. 2, to whom was referred the Publishing Department of the 
paper, embracing the state of its finances, &., beg leave to submit the fotlowing: 

First, On the financial condition of the paper, That by reference to the journal 
of the Convention of 1858, pages 2 and 21, we find the receipts for the first 
three volumes, and the first. eight weeks of the fourth, to be at th t time $16,- 
636 12; and the amount of expenditures, during the same period, $17,078 24, 
showing an excess of expenditures of $1,442 12, added to which money ad 
vanced by Br. A. H. Bassett. amounting to $727 91, showed an indebtedness, 
(all of which was to the Editor and Book Agent) above receipts, of $2,170 03. 

At the same date the assets of the Concern amounted, in the aggregate, to 
$7,306, 95 ; deducting from which the indebtedness to Edi or and Agent, 
$2,170 03, left assets, clear of all debts, amounting to $5,196 92. 


Receipts of the fourth volume, dating from the 
ninth week, (the first eight weeks hav- | 
ing been included in the report of 1858) 82 


 & of fifth volume, | 979 81 
“« of eight weeks of sixth volume, 1,491 68° 
jn all since Nov., 1858, $12,553 31 
Expenditures for fourth volume, $4,493 36 
“4 of eight weeks of sixth volume, 757 96 
4 for stereotyping and printing H. Book, 779 00 
paid to Editorand Agent, 1,442 12 | 
Whole amount of expenditures since Nov., 1858, 12,545 30 
Leaves in favor of Concern, : ¢ 801 


_ For the want of the proper reports, we have been unable to ascertain even an 
approximate amount of the assets of the Concern, but are glad to be able to re- 
port that so far as we have been able to learn by the figures furnished us, the 
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On motion, the res olution » was referred to the Literary 
Committee. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON, 14 c 


The Convention met, and regularly opened its session, but 
no business being presented, Convention tee 


SATURDAY NIGHT, o’CLOOK. 


Convention met. Religious exercises conducted. by Rev. 
W. H. Marswaty. Rav. J. Kost, from Committee on Edu- 
cation made report, (No. 55) which was, on motion, laid on 
the table. 

‘Rev. A. H. Basserr ttinde his report on Statistics, whieh 
on motion, was adopted, as follows: 


- 


| 


Maine, 11 500 41g 6000 
New York & Vermont, i 24 | 31 | 1909} 4136). 4. , 86000 
Onondaga, 30 | 93 | 1842) 13 | 7 14050 
Pittsburgh, | 36 | 96 |} 3682] 421%; 7 | 99800 
Muskingum, | 60 | 54 | 6569) 240 4 14 4 113100 
Ohio, 6t | 42 | 5135 | 984g] 15 | 11365 
indiana, 238 11948) B82 3 15506 
Wabash, |. B74). 168g}... 7700 
Illinois, : | O85 39 | 1327| 20 | 4 32700 
North Illinois, 39 1617 | 16241 15 23830 

Minnesota, 

Nebraska, 167 | | | 
Oregon, 146 4300 
465 {96099 504 | 96 | 9639655 


The Committee regrets that smenest of the Annual Conferences ‘i failed to 
publish their statistics for a year or two past; and some have given but partial 


reports. In the above table, where not able to obtain recent figures, the Com- — 
mittee has ventured to use the fi 


gures reported in a previous year. Jt is very 
desirable that more full statistics should be collected geod i each of the 


Annual Conferences, and th. > Committee is anxious to see an immediate im- 
provement in this regard. 


Respectfully 


A. H. Baserer, Com. on Statistics. 
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Rev. J. Kost moved that the Report on Education be ta- 
ken fromthe table. Carried. 
The Report being before the Convention, on a motion for 
adoption, pending the discussion thereof, the Convention ad- 
AFTERNOON sEssion, 14 0’cLooK.: 
The Convention met and opened with religious services by 

_ Rey. J. M. Youna, from Committee on Missions, submit- 
ted the Report from said committee, which, on motion, was 
_ The motion pending at the time of adjournment, on Edu- 
cation, was taken up.. Rev. W. H. Mrixer offered two reso- 
lutions as an amendment to the Report. The resolutions 
after some amendments were adopted and appended to the | 
Report. The Report in full was then, on motion, adopted as 
amended. The following persons recorded their votes against 
the adoption of the Report: G. Crancy, J. K. Hetmzorp, J. 
S. Torap and W. H, Marswatt. 


Lteport of Committee on Education. 
Your Committee on Education ask leave to report as follows : — 
They have a knowledge of three respective enterprises in our church for- 
education, viz : | | 
lst. A report of the Board of Corporators of the Allegheny Seminary, which 
2nd. ‘They have information of the North Illinois University, located at Hen- 
ry, Marshall county, Ill. This institution has been in operation, in some of its 
departments, under the superintendence of Prof. G. B. McElroy, a gentleman of _ 
acknowledged ability as a scholar, and of unquestioned piety. ‘The property is 
rr to be worth $15,000, but is $6,000 in debt, which is now in course of liqui- 
ation. | | 
3rd. They have knowledge also of an enterprise at Chillicothe, Ohio, where the 
citizens propose to donate suitable buildings, and the local appliances for a cel- 
lege, on condition that the M. P. Church endow the peofessorships and take 
charge of the same. The Ohio Annual Conference responded to a suggestion 
from the citizens of Chillicothe, and appointed a committee to visit the place; 
and take the matter into full consideration ; a report of which committee, and © 
the primary action of citizens there, published in the Chillicothe Advertiser, 1s 
herewith also submitted. The Ohio Annual Conference also left one of its 
ministers, Rev. N.S. Smith, subject to the demands of this College enterprise. — 
Mr. Smith is now present in this body with intelligence from Chillicothe in ref- 
erence to a late act by the citizens there in this regard, and your Committee 
suggest that Mr. Smith be called upon by this body for such information as he 
May be able to give. 
4 Your Committee are of opinion that we, as a church, have occasion for re- 
=  .  hewed activity in the cause of education, but do not advise incurring any re- 
sponsibilities by the church in the erection of buildings, or the purchase of real 
estate. We find that the plan of procedure which experience has proved alone 
successful, is for churches to invest only for the endowment of professorships, 
or for the immediate appliances of education. Such investment, if properly 


made, can never bea failure. 
Your Committee are of opinion that no failures in College enterprises, either 


' 
> 
4 
4 
aa 
% 
4 
as 
‘ 
« 
hi 
| 
* 
| + 
Be 
J 
4 
‘4 
a 
3 
4 
i 
3 
J 
4 
ae 


om 


Az tes: af fe te ani Sic 


the ahove With the of Temes. Tene 

ther with emmovess. Te 


oa! “thee 
af Pevernmen, dic ., Re sr Ge 
lishing titaugh tke Bert of wr 
Rook Agent, to emnby all weessary Seek 
Agent ie the work of pubishine mailing; wes Ge 
And said Seerety shank bere Ker mE 
Trast to the next of sith or 
business of the Canesten. “Ani Seeresr 
wiumber of the Reard ual eee. 


Party, Prive at 


no 


PAPOr, 


“~~ 


r 
maize 2 fal tener. Ge Dower fe moe... 
ij 
> 
j 
pe 
An 
i 
> 
Ge 
| 
o 
; 
N ii 
4S 
2vre 
| 
e 
& 
4 


AT 


Resolved, 2, That we affectionately recommend te our membersh’p the owner. 


ghip of a copy as a great aid to their devotions in public and social worship. 


Resolved, 3, That we recommend to our societies where we have meeting 
houses to procure a supply for the benefit of our congregations. 


‘The committee on Sabbath Schools asked leave to make 


their Report, which was granted, and the Report on motion, 
was adopted, as follows: 


Report of Committee on Sabbath Sshaots. 


Your Committee to whom was referred the subject of Sabbath Schools desire. 


to report that they have had said subject under careful consideration, and can 
most heartily recommend te the Convention the adoption of the following reso- 

Resolved, 1, That the children and youth of our own church, and those of the 
people by whoma, In every community, we are surrounded, should be regarded as 
the hope of the church, and@ as affording the most promising field in which to 

2, That no church can reasonably Hope ‘or continued presperity, which does 
aot faithfully attend to the moral instruction of her children, and does not seek 
to have their lives, at an early period, in conformity with the precepts f the 


gospel. 


3, That Sabbath Schools, properly organized and conducted, are among the 
most valuable auxiliaries ¢f the church, in imparting religious instruction to 
children, restraining them from evil associations, and in leading them, early in 
life, to the Savior. 

4, That we earnestly request our membership, everywhere, to, engage, with 
redoubled vigor and zeal, in this field of christian usefulness. already white to 

9, That we regard the work of a christian minister as bv no means finished 
until, to the extent of his ability and opportunities, he has lajored in the Sab- 
bath School cause—not only by encouraging the members of the church te 


engage in this work, but by personally presenting to the little ones the story of © 
the cross of Christ, as the only way of salvation. Shall the shepherd feed the 
sheep, and take no care of the lambs ? Shall we labor to induce parents to get to 
heaven, and suffer the children to go, unwarned, to destruction 1? 


Your Committee would also recommend te the Cenvention the following 
action in reference to our Sabbath School literature. Literature did we say? 
Alas for us! we have, as a church, no Sabbath Scheel literature—not even ove 


little book te put into the hands of our children. If they obtain one at all, it 


must be a work published by some other denomination of Christians 


It is true, that Rev. W. Collier is publishing, on his individual responsibility, 


that noble little sheet called the “Missionary and Sunday School Journal,” 


which has already done much to advance the Sabbath School work among our 
people, yet it has not the circulation it should, and we believe would have if our 


church was properly interested in its success. We are thirty years old as a de-— 


nomination, are now blessed with sufficient numbers, talent aud means to carry 
forward any enterprise that may be necessary for our success as a branch of the 


christian church. In view of the above facts we recommend, | 


Ist, That our Literary and Publishing Society be and are hereby requested te 
make the necessary arrangements for, and, as soon as possible, to publish such 
Sabbath School works as the wants of our church demand. | 

2d, That until we are able to supply our Sabbath Schools with our own pub- 
lications, we request our Book Agent and Board of Trust, at Springfield, Ohio, 
to make arrangements and keep on hand a sufficient supply of the most approved 
Sunday School publications, to meet the wants of our people. Said publications 
to bear the imprint of our publishing establishment. sry 

3d, That our people everywhere be and are hereby requested to patronize and 
encourage our own book establishment in Springfield, Ohio, so far as their cir- 
cumstances will admit. 
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in our charch or any other, where no proper system of procedure was practised, 
should impair confidence in the practicability of successful educational entey- 
prises by confederated church action when properly conducted. 

With these views your Committee recommend 4 favorable respomse to the 
memorial of the Board of Corporators of Allegheny Seminary, who ask no 
_ pecuniary resposibility, but only tender to our church the charge of the Biblical 
or Theological Department. ‘The Committee are informed that the services of © 
eompetent men of our church located there, can be had gratuitously for the pres- 
ent to sustain the Theological Chairs, and they therefore recommend to the 
Convention the appointment of Rev. Drs. J. Seott and Wm Coltier, to divide 
between them the labors of the Theological Department of this institution, on 
the terms, for the present, as before suggested ; and we commend this institu- 
tion to the patronage of the church. The Committee also suggest that we com- 
mend the North lilimois University to the patronage of the chureh 

The Committee further report that they find the Collegiate enterprise at Chil- 
icothe projected upon prineiples very different from any on which former enter 
prises of the kind in our church have been conducted ; that no risk of toss or 
of disaster being possible when the investments are made for endowments of 
professorships, instead of the building of edifices or the purchase of real estaje, 
and when the interest only is to be expended in carrying on the institution. —_ 
Your Committee believe, therefore, that the generous offer of the buildings 
and other appliances for college use, made by the eitizens of Chillicothe, is 
worthy of our serious attention, and they recommend action thereon by this 

onvention. Finally, your Committee learn that the citizens of Chillicothe 
- propose, as soon as oar church shall give thera encouragement that they will 
engage in the enterprise, they (the Chillicotheans ) will give satisfactory guaran- 
tees for their performance. Your Committee, therefore, recommend the ap- 
poimtment by this Convention of a competent Board of Education of say, five 
members, to act in the case, and provide for raising say $50,000 of an endow- 
ment on the basis above suggested. ” si 

Respectfully submitted, 3. Kost, Chairman. 
Br Miller's Appended Resolutions. 

Resolved, That we recommend the organization of Educational Societies in 
all our churches for the purpose of procuring means to assist poor but worthy 
young men in preparing for the work of the christian ministry in the Methodist 

Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Scott, W. Collier, and W. Reeves, be appointed 


a committee to prepare a uniform plan for the organization and government of 
societies. 


Rev. 3. M. Youne offered the following resolution in rela- 
tion to the proposed Chillicothe College, which, on motion, 

ftesolved, That the Board of Trustees be instructed by 
this Convention to enter into no legal obligation with the 
citizens of Chillicothe until the Endowment fund is raised. 

Rev. W. H. Marsuaty offered the following resolution, 


eg on motion, was adopted—in reference to the Hymu 
ook. 


Whereas, The Convention of 1858 did authorize the compiling of a new 
' Hymn Book, which duty was performed chiefly by the Rev. G. Brown, D. D-y © 
the third edition of which Hymn Book is now being published. 

fesolvod, That, as a Convention of Annual Conferences, we most cordially 
approve of the Hymn Book, and do earnestly commend it to the Methodist Pro- 


testant Churches and families, as the Hymn Book of our church to be used ip 
our public and social meetings. 
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ions, organize themselves severally into a Missionary Society, auxiliar mel 
be Board of in Pittsburg. ys J to q | 
3, That any person paying the sum of ——— annually shall be considered a ah 
member of said Society, and any person paying the sum of Ten Dollars at one Ags 
4ime shall be entitled to a certificate of life membership from the Board. Baty el 
4. We also recommend the organization of similar societies in the several es) 
stations, circuits and missions in the bounds of the several Annual Conferences. a tel 
5. That the Board employ an agent as soon as they can secure the services of ie 
a suitable man to travel and present the subject of missions to our people exten- mad 
sively according to the provisions of the Discipline. ace " ay 
6. That the Board prepare and forward to the several Annual Conferences, a 
at their ensuing sessions, a suttable constitution foc‘the organization of auxiliary TERE 
societies, and also publish the same in the Western Methodist Protestant-as soon — Ma: 
Your committee have had before them as mission fields Oregon and Nebraska. iy St 
1. As to Oregon, we refer to your consideration a letter from Rev. D. Bag- a 
Jey, addressed to Rev. A. H. Bassett. 
2. We recommend the appropriation of one thousand dollars to Nebraska and «ae 
Kansas Mission, to be appropriated as the Board may direct. | ‘aes | 
3. We recommend that they pay quarterly in advance the amount due each Ty | 
missionary in their employ. 
4, That Rev. J. M. Young be continued in the employ of the Board in the Bey 
Nebraska Mission. | 
All of whichis respectfully submitted, J.M. Youne, Chairman. 
The Secretary read a communication from Rev. Dartus Hy 
Coox, delegate elect from Onondaga Conference. Also, a it 
letter from Rev. KE. A. Wueart, delegate elect from Genesee Rhy 
Rev. J. J. Smirn offered the following resolution, which > Wil 
Resolved, That the present arrangement of publishing different indexes to _ \ 
our book of Discipline often embarrasses individuals in seeking out some par- eae 
ticular rule or item. We, therefore, authorize that » full and complete alpha- ha 
betical index be prepared so as to embrace both the Constitution and Discipline, i” 
and that said index be published in the next edition in the place of those now  y 
In use. 


The Chairman announced the following persons as compos- 
ing the Board of Education recommended in the Report of 


Committee on Education to oversee the interests of the pro- ‘ 1 
posed Chillicothe College: Dr. John Kost, Joseph J. White, — 4 


James D. Hicks, J. M. Johnson, and Prof. Wm. D. Henkle. — 

On motion, the following named persons were elected to 
constitute the Board of Missions located at Pittsburgh: Dr. 
John Scott, Wm. Collier, John Cowl, J. D. Herr, Henry 
Lucas, Dr. W. Henderson, Wm. Miller, John Redman, Fre- 
derick Rinehart, Simpson Horner, Wm. B. English, and K. 
H. Marshall. 

_ Rev. G. Clancy, Chairman of the Committee on Present 
and Future Policy of the Church reported further. A division 
of the Report being called for, 

The first section of the Report being read, was, on motion, 


adopted. The second section was read and adopted. 
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4th, That we also recommend that such of our ministerial brethren and oth ers 
as feel disposed so to do, be requested to prepare and forward to our Literary 
and Publishing Society such manuscripts for publication in book or tract form 
as they may find convenient. J. B. Warxer, Chairman. 
Inasmuch, As a desire has been expressed that the ‘Missionary and Sunday 
School Journal,’ published and edited by Br. W. Collier, should receive more 
definitely the sanction of the church, and a more extensive circulation, we 
recommend that it be adopted by this Convention as a suitable periodical for the 
Sunday Schools of the Methodist Protestant Church ; but with the f ollowing re- 
strictions | 
First, That Br. Collier continue his relation thereto as Publisher and Editor. 
Second, That the church shall not be liable for any debts which may be in. 
eurred by its publication, nor be entitled to any of its profits so long as the 
present editor shall choose to continue to be the publisher thereof. Ph nde 
Third, That whenever Br. Collier sha)l feel it his duty to sever his present con- 
nection with the journal, or in the event of his decease, then it shall beeome 
the exclusive property of the Methodist Protestant Church. | 


Rev. J. S. Turap offered resolutions in referenee to the 
agency of preachers in procuring subscribers for the paper. 

On motion of Rey. ©. Gray, the resolutions were consid- 

ered by items, and then adopted, as follows : 


Resolved, 1, That we earnestly insist upon all of our ministers and preachers,. 
throughout the Northern andWestern confederacy of eonferences, to act as 
agents for our Paper and Book Concern in soliciting swhseribers to the paper 
and making sales of books. Glee 
Resolved, 2, That, to maintain equality among brethren, the itinerant ministers 
and preachers be and are hereby required to pay one dollar per year for the 
_ paper, and that they be allowed ten per cent. on every remittance they make 
for the paper—the overplus of agency to be paid them in books on their order. 
Resolved, 3, That the claims of our Book and Publishing House be presented — 
throughout the confederacy of conferences herein represented, as worthy the 
‘beneficence of the liberal. | 

Resolved, 4, That all agents for the paper be and are hereby earnestly re- 
quested to make immediate collections, as far as in their power, of the out- 
standing dues of the paper. 


ye MONDAY EVENING, 7 0’CLOCK. 

Convention met and opened witn religious services, by 

Rev. H. Pater. | 
On motion, the Report of the Committee on Missions was 


taken from the table, considered, amended, and adopted, a3 — 
follows 


Report of Committee on Missions. — 
Your Committee to whom was referred the subject of Missions, have had the 
same under consideration, and recommend the following action on the part of 

the Convention : | 
_1. Whereas, we as a denomination, for the want of a suitable plan of opera- 
_ tions in the great missionary work, have failed to be as useful as we desire, and 
as we feel that the time has fully come when we should enter more extensively 
into the work of harvesting the world for Christ, by sending out men to preach 
the gospel, 
Therefore we recommend the re-appointment of a Board of Missions in the 
eity of Pittsburg and vicinity, who shall meet, organize and work aecording 
to the plan Jaid down in our Diseipline, page 60. 
2. We also recommend that the several Annual Conferences, at their annual 
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West and North, in sustaining them under the Constitution.” 
This suspension was an official withdrawal, of all official cowatenance to the - 


vote. 


21 


situate of its constitutional elements, and the brotherhood of the association bei 


so broken that the sections could no longer work together ; it is alleged that, 
“+, maintain official connection with slaveholding conferences, as matters | 
stand, would be to give official countenance to the evils we profess to de- 


, Hence, the resolution, of suspension, taken in its connection, speaks for itself. 


‘Je reads : | | 
“Therefore, Resolved, ‘That indisputable facts, the inductions of sound logic, | 
the dictates of Christian prudence, and an enlightened sense of our du'y to God - 


and man, justify and warrant this Convention in the name of the several Annual 
Conferences herein represented, to now declare all official connection, co opera- 
tion and official fellowship with and between said Conferences, and such Con- 


ferences and churches, within the Methodist Protestant Association, as practice — 
or tolerate slaveholding and slavetrading, as specified in said Memorial, to be ° 


now suspended, until the evil of slavery complained of be removed, and they 
agree to put back the general interests, ané work with their brethren of the 


evils deprecated ; and the resolution was adopted asabond of union amor 


the Northern Conferences. Now it would seem clear as light of day, that while 


said Conferences in good faith adhere to the platform adopted, as above, they 


are an organized brotherhood, agreemmg to work together under the Constitu- — 


tion and Discipline of the Methodist Protestant Church, and are as loyal Meth- 
odist Piotestamts as the Southern section possibly can be. 

Our future policy seems to require the call of a Convention with full powers 
to jegislate upon the Constitution and Discipline of the Chureh. It is, there- 
fore, submitted, that this Convention recommend to the Annual Conferences of 
the Methodist Protestant Association, to concur, 


1, In the call of a Convention to meet at 6th Street Church, Cincinnati, - 


Ohio, on the first Wednesday of November, in the year 1262, which shall have 
full power to legislate upon the Constitution and Discipline of the Chureh. 


2, It is recommended to said Conferenees to be governed by the same ratio — 


of representation which constituted the basis of representation to this body, te 
wit : one minister and one layman for every one thousand members within the 


- district, provided, that Conferences embracing less than one thousand members 


shall be entitled to one ministerial and one lay delegate ; and provided, also, 
that Conferences that have a fraction of six hundred over even thousands, shall 
be entitled te one minister and one layman for said fraction. | 

3, Said Convention shall also have power to make any regulations necessary 


in relation to the publishing enterprise at Springfield, and to elect the Editor 
Book Agent. | 


4, [t is alsorecommended that the Literary and Publishing Socrety at Spring- 
field, issue @ circular to all the Conferences in time to meet their last ses- 
sion preceding the above specified time, calling their attention to the im- 
portanee of taking aetion favorable to said ealt. 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted, Gro. Cruanoy, Chairman. 


Rev. J. J. Surru offered a vote of thanks to the citizens 
of Pittsburgh and vicinity for their kindness in entertaining 
the Convention, which, on motion, was adopted by rising 


Rev. J. J. Wurre and Rev. W. R. Parsons were appoint- 


ed a committee to prepare the minutes for publication in — 
pamphlet form. 


Rav. C. Gray offered the following resolution which was 
referred to the Book Agent. a 
Resolved, That the Book Agent at Springfield be author 
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The third item of the Report being before the Convention, 
‘was amended by inserting 1862 as the time for the next 
‘Convention recommended, instead of 1864. 

Rev. H. ‘Parmer offered a resoiution as an amendment to 
the Report, instructing the Convention recommended to be 
eld in 1862 to form themselves into a General Conference, 

which, on motion, was laid on the table. — rae 
On motion of Rev. A. H. Basserrt, the time recommended 
in the Report for holding the Convention of 1862 was 
changed from the last Wednesday of October to the first 
Wednesday in November, 

This item was then adopted as amended. | 

— * Qn motion the report in reference to the basis of repre- 
sentation in Conferences having only fractional numbers was 
changed from 750 to 600. 

The fifth item of the Report was, on motion, adopted. 

On motion, Cincinnati was substituted for Springfield, as 
the propones place for holding the Convention of 1862. 

- The Report was then, on motion, adopted as amended, as 
follows: 


Lieport of Committee on Future Policy. 


_ Before determining our future policy, it is deemed of much importance that 
this Convention should correctly understand the position taken by the Northern 
and Western Conferences in the Springfield Convention, held in 1858, touching 
the Discipline, and the Methodist Protestant Church, and their relation to the 
Southern section of the Methodist Protestant Association ; and this understand- 
fog can be had only by reference to the official proceedings of said Convention, 
@s published in their Journal. | 

And, first, toucuing the Discipline, the action of said Convention clearly sets 
forth three facts, to wit: 1st. The alterations ordered to be made in the dis- 
cipline were directly authorized by definite instructions of all the Conferences 
wepresented in said Convention. 2. The said instructing Conferences were 
fully warranted in conjointly authorizing the publication of an edition of the 
Discipline, containing the changes referred to, by that provision in Art. 7., Sec. 
4, of the Constitution, which directly empowers the Annual Conferences ‘“‘to_ 
make such special rules and regulations as the peculiarities of the districts may 
require.’ And the third fact set forth is in brief, that the Discipline thus re- 
vised did thereby become the authorized edition of the Methodist Protestant 
Discipline in all the Annua! Conferences represented in that Convention, and 
in such Conferences as might thereafter concur in the action of said Conven- 
tion. (See page 17 to 19, of Convention Proceedings ) 

_ In the light of the above facts, the position of the Northern Conferences 
touching the Methodist Protestant Discipline, seems to be definitely settled with- 
Out any additional action. | 

_ Secondly. What position the said Northern Conferences did take in relation 
to the slaveholding section of the Methodist Protestant Association, can be 
understood only by reference to the action of said Convention upon the subject 
of suspension. Page 10 to 13, of Journal. — 

And, first, the resolution of suspension, is based upon a series of definitely 
enumerated facts, showing that the slave power had made aggressions upon the 
General Conference and other general institutionsof the Association, until the 
General Conference had become a legal nullity, and existed in mere name, des- 
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OUR POSITION VINDICATED. 
RESOLUTION AND REMARKS, 


Offered by A. H. Bassett, in the M. P Convention at Pittsburgh, Pa., Nov. 15th, 
1860. Published by order of the Convention. 


Resolved, That this Convention, in behalf of the Conferences and Churches 
herein represented, gratefully acknowledge the goodness of God in bringing as 
as 2 people through the late agitations to our present state of general peace and 

That we have had agitation as well as controversy is what every body knews. 

That in course of the controversy or agitation, all that has been said, or written, 
or done, has been in accordance with the wisdom that cometh from abowe, ig 
what nobody claims. But we have acknowledged God in our ways, have 
Desought Him to be our guide, have called upon Him to remember our Zion, and 
save her from reproach. And kath He not seen entreated of as? Wath He 
not interposed to keep us from threatened disruption, save in afew local 
instances ¢ Fears were entertained, and predictions were uttered that we would | 
split upon the rock of disunion, and go apart into fragments, as though the 
frown of heaven would rest upon us. And for what? For what indeed, but 
that we did not heartily move along in communion with those who maintain a 

We were in perplexity— the minds of some were in gloom and fear. But we 
aimed to do right, and trust in Ged. And has He not sent deliverance and 
brought back eur captivity? And is not his peace wpon us? And may it aot 

Se said and sung, that | 
Our sunis risen in glory— | 
God himself appears our friend, 
Great deliverance 
Zion’s King vouchsafes to send.” 


Here { desire to show that our present Church position, ineluding our detach- 
ment from the slavekelding portion, had become a necessity, essential to our 

The South always had the advantage ef us, though for a long time we out- 
numbered them in membership. Our several preliminary Conventions were 
held in Baltimere.. That of 1828, at which were adopted certain Conventional 
Articles, had mere than three fourths of its delegates from Southern States, 
though all the delegates elected from the West were present, and all from the 
Northern States except two or three. It is kardly surprising then that at the 
dictation of two North Carolina gentlemen, an arficle was introduced, num- 
dered fifteen, disclaiming any interference with the peculiar imstitution. ‘These 
gentlemen announced that they. came under instructions to withdraw, in case 
any measure was proposed inimical to the interests of the Slaveholding portion 

of the Chnrch. Please observe, this occurred long before the beginning of the 
anti slavery excitement in the country, full six years before the term abolition 
was invented as an offensive epithet. Qur Northern brethren had to yield, and 
accept the article, though I know some of them were ashamed of it. They 
could not help themselves, save by secession. They admitted the obtrusive 
article, by endurance, lest their enemies should find cause to rejoice that the 
Reformers were divided among themselves> The best apologies possible were 
made fer this Article XV. Gne was, that it was but temporary, that in two © 
years more a permanent Constitution was to be formed, when ali would doubt- 
Jess be made right. But the committee appointed ‘to draft the ‘Constitution and 
Discipline consisted of five Southern men. We speak not to disparage them, but 
‘simply to show that they would not be likely in the work ‘before them to lose 
sight of the claims of their slaveholding brethren. manure 

At the Convention ot 1830, assembled to frame and adept the Constitution 
and Discipline, about three-fifths of the delegates were from Slave States, and 
ithe same champions for slavery who figured in the previous Canwentian wore 
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ized to furnish the Book Agent of North Ilinois Conference 
with books at 30 per cent. discount at three months credit. 

On motion of Rev. H. M. Marsnatt, that part of the 
Report of Committee on our Present and ‘Fature Relations, 

which relates to our Future Policy, was ordered to be pub. 
lished in the Western Methodist Protestant. 

motion, 

Resolved, That we hereby express our high appreciation | 
of the kindness of Br. W. H. GARRARD, in extending to this 
Convention a free ride to the Allegheny ne stint) and baek 
again. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered to the 9 ame 
and Secretaries, for the able manner in which they have per- 
formed their duties. 


On motion, Rev. D. Kinney was apoiated on the Board 
of Education, in place of Dr. Kost, who has resigned. 
On motion, the Convention adjourned sine dre. 


Brown, President. 


J. Wars, Score tary. 
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mdaced still to wait and hope on. Allow me to say, just at that juncture 
serving my first year as editor of the Western a and ona of the yong 
zealous. service I. ever rendered, if indeed my friends can at all accord to me 
the merit of zeal, was during that year, and,.en one or two. subsequent occa- 
sions, in endeavoring to paeify our anti-slavery friends, ahd prevent rupture and 
sub-division. Right glad was I when Rev. Ii. A. Waeat, of Genesee, came to 
my help, during the early part of 1847, and furnished a series of articles on 
« Chureh Division—Things to be Considered’’—intended to counteract Church 
separation at that time. 1 mention this in view of stating another particular 
which willpresently do. |. | 
In lapse of years, we fully found that though we had thus far acted in good 
vonseience and in good faith, in laboring to promote the unity as well as purity 
of the Church, that it would be a fruitless endeavor to prevent divisions av ong 
ourselves in the North. whilst maintaining our connection with slaveholders - 
that we were propping up a forlorn hope of disengaging ourselves from the evil. 
‘At seemed that. the light of the times—and the spirit of the age were against us 
—that the conscience of our community was against us, and I had like to have 
said that even the politics of the country was getting against us—the politics of 
all the world, except, if you please, South Carolina and the neighboring 
Here I will venture to give a paragraph of personal history whieh has not 
heretofore met the public eye. After the General Conference of 1854 separated 
the publishing interests, and proposed a Convention of Northern and Western 
Representatives, at Aanesvtlle,in November of that year, 1 was addressed as 
editor by several excellent and honored brethren, advising that a public call be 
issued for the initiative steps to be taken at the then pending Convention, for a 
distinct Notherm or anti-slavery organization. lrefrained from publishing the 
-eall, and the brethren were so considerate as not to be provoked with me there- 
for. Bat few persons knew of the affair. I corresponded with the writers,. 
endeavoring to show them that such action at that time would be premature. 
They were so kind as to concur with me, and so the matter was not introduced, 
either in the paper; or at the Zanesville Convention. Here 1 would mention, 
to show tbat the course proposed as above would have been premature, that. 
the Genesee Conference, still true to the union, did delegate Br. Wheat to 
attend that Convention, under definite instruetions to retire from the body, and 
withdraw the adherence of his Conference, in case any measure should be 
attempted in the Convention, looking to a division of the Church. Br. W. 
served in that Convention, and did not have to withdraw. But note the march 
of sentiment. If Genesee then did right, according to her eonvictions, she did 
_ right also at a subsequent session, when she appioved the action of the Cin- 
cinuati Convention, and instructed her delegates to the Springfield Convention 
of 1858, ‘‘ to use all proper means to effect immediate and entire separation 
from slavery and slaveholders, and make such alterations in the Discipline as 
shall be necessary to make it accord with the principles of freedom.” And the 
same brother wrote me that “ nota dissenting breath or whisper was heard 
against the measures contemplated by the Springfield Convention movement. 
‘‘We have,’’ said he, ‘ suffered too. much as.a Conference to resist the hand that 
Offers us relief from our greatest hindrance—and our prayer is, God speed the 
right.” J¢ is no inconsistency for a man, er for a Conference to change its 
official position, when relative circumstances require. Duty, consistency itso 
The General Conference of 1854 did hit upon a bright idea, in suggesting the 
measure of holding conventions. Our brethren met in these bodies, and they 
found it was saad. thes cheered each other’s hearts and strengthened each other's | 
hands. Conventions have. providentially been attended with results, of vast \ 
Maportance, which were not contemplated in th: outset. We therein rejoice, 
aye, and will rejoice. The first two Conventions, 1854 and 1856, gave atten- 
tion exclusively to the literary and publishing interests. But. the third one, 
held in Cincinnati in 1857, was convened expressly in view of considermg Our 
relation ta the slaveholding portion of the Church, and our duty in reference 
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now also on hand, and took the lead in shaping Articles VII and XIT, to sux 
their own notions. As usual, we submitted. 

Our brethren were conservative, and for many years succeeded in keeping 
the church together. We were never, however, reconeiled to the fact that the 
Church winked at the existenee of a great evil within its pale. We aimed, and 
hoped for the expurgation thereof from the extire Church. While hope of 
attaining this end was maintaine@, we prospered and tnereased, to a surprising 
extent. At the first General Conference, 1834, we numbered 16.000 members. 
in the North, to 10,000 in the South. At the second General Conference, 1838, 
the proportions were nearly the same. For a long season, we were g00é eon- 
servatives,and hoped that through the influenee of the eonneetion, and inter- 
ehange at the General Conferences, we would ultimately influence the slave. 
holding brethren to part with their sin. At the General Conferences of 1t42 
and 1846, a feeble exp'ession was adopted, eonsidering the helding of slaves — 
under some circumstances sinful, but declaring the Confcrence unauthorized by 
the Constitution to legislate on the subject. Whe General Conference of 1850, 
deelared the opinion that that body has no jurisdiction over the subject of 

Many of our people and preachers too, despaired of seeing the Church free 
- from the evii, and on conscientious grounds forsook us, and sought other con- 

acetions. Our progress was arrested, and our brethren South, who used to be 
in the minority, first outgained us, and then outnumbered us. At the Genera} 
Conferenee of 1854, we numbered little over 30,000, whilst they numbered _ 
nearly 40,000.* ‘This being the case, how idfe is it that some have continued to 
talk of waiting till we can inffuenee two thirds of the whore number vf the 

Aunual Conferences, to consent to some recommendation to the General Con-— 
ference disapproving slaveholding. Meanwhile, the Wesleyan brethren had 

organized, about 1843, on the anti-slavery prineiple.. Their leading men have | 
repeatedly declared and proclaimed that had the M. P. Church been free from 
the evil, they never would have started the Wesleyan denomination. So says, 
at this day, Rev. C. Primdle, editor of the Wesieyan. = =~ 

In 1857, Rev. Wm. Reeves, then President of the Pittsburg Conference, of 
which he is one of the oldest members, wrote as follows z= ail nS | 

* We have been continually losing valuable members. and ministers, from the 
beginning of our work. Were it not for slavery in our Chureh, said he, I 
believe all our Northern work wowld have been double er triple what it now is, 


At about the same time, Rev. WH. Miller, then President of the New York 
Conference, and who 


had traveled al} ever his State, and also over the West, 
wrote thus; | 


c nection with slaveholders results disastrously to our interests as 3 
Church here at the North We have lost one entire Conference on that. 
_ account. Nearly, if not guite halt the old Vermont Conference was swept from 

us by the same cayse. And all over the North and West, societies and indi- 
viduals have left us, and songht other Church relations, rather than be in 


church fellowship with slaveholders. The drain continues, and threatens to 
become more serious th 


an ever. Besides, many pevsons refuse to umite with us . 
on the same ground.” | 


__ But, so long as there was:hgp >. freeing our Church of reproach, and of 
keeping our 7 together. were we,nok loyal conservatives. ? and did we not 
Jabor faithfully to prevent division ? jr, when the General Conference of 1846: 
refused to pass certain anti-slavery aciion, the representatives of two Western 
Conferences then and there present, dad-expect that their Conferences would go 
right off, and never be represented in.another General Conferenee. And other 
portions of Districts were expected to be severed from us at once, simply 

because the minds of conscientioys anti-slavery men could not be. pavified, and 


- #As the Pittsburg District: was divided in 1854, we have in this last reckoning: 


assigned half the membership to the Pittsbuig and half the Western Virginia 
District. | 
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is for human improvement, for philanthropy, or for the glory of God, may it not 
have tne divine approval, and should not they who denounce it beware lest they 
be found fighting against Godt 

Well, it is desirable to seek the purity and integrity of the church, and to 
wash our hands of iniquity, if this thing could but be done constitutionally and 
without revolution. Sir, I should think that if there is any conservatism, 
about this time, in continental Sicily, that this is about the way an old Italian 


conservative would talkin November, 1860. ‘The N eapolitan despotism is 


bad enough. Our dear friends, many of our best citizens, have suffered long 
_ enough, and sadly too much, from the insults and oppressions of the more than 
brutish police, and many of them the horrors of the loathsome dungeon, and 
we would be glad to get rid of this tyranny, if the thing could but be done con- 
stitutienally and without revolution. Garibaldi, if he is a ‘reckless leader,’ has 


a good end in view. But—but—to think of revolution! It will makea rup: 


ture—it will rend the church—it will seriously affect the interests of the Cath- 
olic religion, and perhaps the Holy Father at Rome will issue a decree of excom- 
munication against us, as he did against that other ‘reckless leader,’ Victor Im- 
manuel! Garibaldi is all right, were it not for this. But how can we as peaceable 
citizens consent to a violation of the long established order of things!’ And 


yet, do you not reckon that these old Italian conservatives, within their hearts, 


feel and know that Garibaldi is right, and wish his cause to triumph, only they 


refrain from taking any part therein, lest they be charged with being revolutionary! 


It is said that John Jay, in an Episcopal Convention, a few weeks ago, speak- 
ing of a certain class of modern conservatives, who are highly fearful of change 
- or revolution, said that if they had lived at the dawn of creation, they would 


have been agonized ai the idea of light or of progress, and would have besought | 


God to preserve and perpetuate chaos ! | ae 

In the number of the Baltimore Methodist Protestant for Nov. 3d (inst.) [ 
find a letter from a correspondent in Ohio, in whieh, alluding to our Charch 
position, ke makes the following assertion : | 


“The effect of these revolutionary movements has been to destroy the future 


prospects of the Church in the West ; for sensible men will never commit their 


- 8piritaal interests to a religious organization which consents to follow in the 
wake of such reckless leaders as are assuming to dictate the opinions and direct 
the measures of the Church.’ 
What do you, Mr. President, think of this verdict upon the state and pros- 
pects of the Church, as affected by our Conventional doings? I am sure you 
will agree with me in using the Lilliputian expression, ‘It is the thing that is 


aot so.” Sir, when.our controversy was at its most exciting height, just before 
and after the Cincinnati Convention, did we not havea year of unprecedented | 


prosperity ? If the Convention had any influence in the case, was aot the Con- 
vention a God send? Had we not a continued series of revivals, almost all 


over our work, with ingatherings by hundreds and by thousands? We had to 


devote many columns of our paper each week to the revival intelligence, some- 
times about a page in a single number. During that year, we had in the North- 
ern Conferences an increase ef over six thousand members. Since that year, [ 
am sorry that we have not been able to get full statistics from some Coafer- 
ences, but enough is obtained to show that we are making steady progress, and 
are increasing. And, Sir, had other counsels prevailed in 1857—38, does any 
one think that we would have got along so well, or got along atall? If any one se 
thinks, it is evident to me that he is not posted in the facts, and is under a great 
mistake. | | 

But the writer in the Baltimore Protestant brings the charge of recklessness. 
{f this term means a disregard of consequences, there is a considerable amount 
of it passing current with sober, upright people. ‘Let justice be done, though 
the heavens fall,’ is a commonly received saying. I know not that I ever 
heard it called in question. T.H. Stockton somewhere makes a counterpart to 


this: ‘Aye, let the truth be told, though the world blow up!” And would it 


net be reckless, in the sense of the writer quoted, to have justice done, or - 
have the truth teld, at the risk of such terrible eensequences? I was stru , 
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me ‘for these four score years ? 


thereto. ‘That Convention adopted a memorial to the coming General Confer- 
ence, setting forth the embarrassments and losses in which our. connection in- 
volves us, and setting forth in firm but respectful terms, that unless some initi- 
ative measures can be had for expurgating slavery from the Church, we cannot 
conscientiously consent to a perpetuation of our ecclesiastical union with those 
who persist in the practice of it. But when we then asked bread of the Gen- 
eral Conference, a stone was given us—a hard, cold, indigestable and disgust- 
ing thing, called Rev. J. Varden’s plan of conciliation. We repudiated it.— 
' For there was in it no wisdom, no relief, no salvation. We now held another 
Gonvention, 1858, at which the action of the General Conference was consid- 
ered, and it was with great unanimity determined that we suspend all further 
relation and official fellowship with the conferences and churches which sanction 
or tolerate the evil complained of, unti: that evil shail be removed. This was 
right. Who, sir, has regretted or repented it? | | 
But it is complained that this thing is not done legally and constutionally—_ 
that we did not wait till we could get the vote of two thirds of the whole vum- — 
ber of the Annual Conferences! Sure enough. But the misfortune is that 
our waiting already had been an almost fatal waiting, that there was less and 
less prospect of improvement, and that there was a moral certainty that two 
thirds of the Conferences could not be secured during the present age, if ever. 
And we are charged with revelution! Sir, we yield to 20 man in our attach- 
ment to established order, where that order is conducive to the existence and 
well being of society. We join with any man in condemning revolution, where 
revolution is not necessary to sustain the rights, the integrity and the character 
of a people. But if we fully find that the cords of social order are causing us 
to sink, and that if not disengaged, we must go under and perish, then have we 
not to choose between life and death? And is it our duty to be martyrs, to die, 
for anything but the right ? If by the cords of the compact we fiznd ourselves 
hopelessly trammelled, and in the eyes of God and of the workd, made respon- 
gible for an iniquity and an enormity that scandalizes us as a body of Chris- 
tians, and that there is no relief, redress or extrication, but by what they are 
pleased to term revolution, then, sir, does not that revolution, so far as it is 
revolution, become a necessity and a duty? 
| But we are stigmatized as revolutionisis, as though this were synonymous 
with malefactors. Yet sir, what American is not proud of his relation to the 
m American Revolution, and what Christian condemas it? Has it not afforded 
me the most popular theme of patriotic eloquence, on our days of national festivity, 


evolutionists, are we! And who dares ridicule or disparage the cause of 
- revolution at this day! What American patriot, what friend of freedem, does 
» mot glory in the progress of the current revolutions against despotism in Europe 
and elsewhere! Nay, what Christian does not pray for the continued success 

of those revolutions, till tyranny shall be crushed, and the mar of sin be de- 
 stroyed! Whodoes not pray that | | 
** The God that rules on high, 

And ali the earth surveys,” = 


_ shall overturn, overturn, overturn, till oppressions shall be no more beneath the 
gun, and the 


Lord our righteousness sha)] reign supreme in all lands and in all 
hearts ? | | | | 


Revolution ! If the ends of justice and right cannot be attained without re- — 
volution, who does not say, however reluctantly, let revolution come? De 
your duty, constitutionally, if you can, if not, do your duty. | 

Revoluiion! And what is revolution? Is it not a rotation or turning ? And 
have not the world and ali things terrestrial been making revolutions, night and 
day, continuaily, ever since creation’s morn? Andis not God himself making 
revolutions continually iu the moral world? Whenever he converts a soul, 
dees he not turn him from darkness to light, and from the power and dominion 
of Satan to God, so that old things are passed away, and all things become ne wt 

God forbid that we should favor any change, or if you please, any thing rev- 
clutionary chat is for the worse, or for the wrong. But if any required change 
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EXTRACT FROM FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT, 
Referred to at Page 8, 


A few facts and suggestions the editor would here offer bearing upon the Stip- 
port of our Church Paper. It is said that the British Wesleyans have but ene 
-paper, the London Watchman, which circulates but about four thousand copies 
for the benefit of some four hundred thousand members! How is this surpris- 
ingly light support to the only Methodist paper in England accounted for? Its 
price is siz dollars a year, which would pay for four papers in this couptry. 
Well, we apprehend that we would obtain but few sabseribers here at that rate 
of charge ; for be it known, that cheap as is our paper at one dollar and a half, 
there are those who, for want of proper understanding of the expenses of publi- 
cation, are ready to demand a reduction of our terms to the price of one dear? 
There are three Methodist Episcopal papers, North ard South, in Oregon and 
California. The price of each is five dollars.a year. ‘Those papers do not sus- 
tain themselves—have to be helped out by the General Conference. That body 


usually has considerable work of the kind to do. The General Conference 


Jately held at Buffalo had to make liberal appropriations for the relief of severat 
of its official papers, ene of which, the Central Christian Advocate, of St. Louis, 
had sunk over fifteen thousand dollars in three years. And yet this Central 
Christian Advocate rejoices in a circulation of full eight thousand! The Gen- 
eral Conference not only gave relief for existing embarrassment, but made pro- 
vision that as much as one thousand dollars a year, for the four years to come, 
if needed, should be applied in aid of this journal, and the same sum for each 
of the two other papers. In like manner, the last General Conference of the 
M. &. Church, South, had to make liberal appropriations to relieve some of its 
periodicals. Even the old Richmond Christian Advocate, for so many years 
established, though enjoying a subscription list of seven thousand, had fallen 
in arrears several thousands of dollars, whilst the Quarterly Review of the 
Church South had become involved in the sum of eight thousand dollars above 
its income. aly, 

~The Baltimore Methodist Protestant has been in existence under its various 
administrations for nearly thirty years. To this day its price is two dollars per 
year, now required invariably in advance. Its list,a few years ago, was somewhat 
over four thousand, but by the cutting off operation, the same asin our own 
case, it has been reduced by more than a thousand. The new rule however, 
prompted pretty general payments, and at two dollars a year, we apprehend 
that the paper has done pretty well for these two years past. But we think we 
hazard nothing in expressing our full conviction, judging from the regular 


official Reports as published, that that journal for a long series of years did not 


sustain itse!f by its income from subscribers, and had to be constantly aided and 
_ kept up by its valuable adjunct the Book Concern, which has been to some ex- 
tent endowed by the liberal gifts of certain wealthy friends, male and female, 
some of them now deceased, and some still surviving. If our Baltimore co- 
temporary, thirty years old, has thus had to be helped out by the Book Con- 
cern, if the Richmond Christian Advocate gets involved in a debt of thousands, 
with seven thousand subscribers, and if the Central Christian Advocate at St. 
Louis, does not live with eight thousand, but has to call on the Gen. Conference 
to help it out at the tune of fifteen thousand dollars, who could suppose that our 
Church Paper at Springfield, or at any other point, would live and thrive and 
yield a handsome revenue, with a subscription list of less than three thousand, 
whilst 425 of these are ministers, most of whom expect their paper for their 
agency or for their official position, a limited number of them doing nobly as 
agents, another limited number paying for their copy, at one dollar a year, but 
a large proportion neitber paying in agency ner in cash. Is it surprising that 
under these circumstances, the publisher of the Western Methodist Protestant 
is not able to make a more favorable annual exhibit, until our subscription pat- 
-ronrage reaches a sustaining point ? Where, how, or under what circumstances 
could a paper, with such a moiety of support come so near to showing a ah 
perous existence, as this paper of ours at Springfield, Ohio? Our paper eac 
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with ® remark some time ago, by a cotemporary Presbyterian editor. “Consist- 
eney we admire, even when it knocks a man’s brains out.’’ In my judgment, 


sir, we are bound to doour duty, promptly and firmly, though th 


e heavens should 
fall, or the world blow up. | | 


As to the recklessness complained of by the writer in the Baltimore paper, 
assuming that recklessness means an indifference to consequences, I tell you 
that over thirty years ago, when that same writer was still in the ministry of the 
M. E. Church, and when a rupture was apprehended, then he used to be a 
‘reckless’? man, in the same sense he now charges others. I quote from a 
notable letter of his, addressed to Rev. D.B. Dorsey, after his suspension by — 
the Baltimore Conference. It is dated May 24,1827. You may find it inthe 
‘Mutual Richts,” Vol IV, page 64, or in William’s ‘History of the Methodiss 
Protestant Church,” page 165. Hethere says: 

‘‘The course | have pursued in relation to this controversy, I honestly and con- 
scientiously think isright, consequently shall continue to pursue it until I am other- 
wise convinced. And after Ido what I think is rzght, the administration ean do 
jn relation to me what they think is right. As it regards consequences, I have 
long been indifferent ; although I would not unnecessarily provoke persecution, 
yet I would not swerve am inch from the eourse of a manly imdependence, to 
prevent the worst that might ensue.” 

Was that reckless talk, or was it an utterance of noble, “manly mdepend- 
ence?” We think the latter, though his opponents doubtless regarded him as 
seckless. Whilst we honor the eonsistent firmness exhihited at that time by the — 
author of the letter, we prote3t that he has no right and no cause now to bring | 
the charge of recklessness against those who have, in our late controversy, pur- 
sued a course which they ‘honestly and conscientiously”’ believed to be right, 
and who, up to this hour, are not “otherwise convineed.” ts | 

Mr. President, we assert and maintain the rectitude of our position, let our 
opponents represent it as they may. We hold that it is just, and that it is poli- 
tie. We claim that ‘the course of human events’’ and of providential cireum- 
_Btanees have conspired to make it a necessity and a duty ; and that had we re- 
frained from taking this position, we as a people in the Free State Conferences 
could but have prolonged an existence of sickly dwindling, which had already 
begun to prey upon us. But, in the language of the resolution, we gratefully 
acknowledge the goodness of God in conducting us hitherto, in granting us a 
returgy of general peace, with unmistakable indications of enlargement and 


prosperity. May we not, therefore, sing with the inspired Psalmist : 
| . “When the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shal} re- 
jose, and israelshallbe glad” 
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